
NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2024, AT 7:00 P.M.  
MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

January 2, 2024
Chairman Steve Quinn called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were Tammy Laverty,  Harry Menta, Linda Quinn, Steve Quinn, Lisa Rehm, Matt Graves, Nicole Terrarosa, Commissioner Gerken. Excused:  Guillermo Lopez-Acosta. 
Hearing of Citizens:  None present.
A motion was made by Matt Graves and seconded by Steve Quinn to accept the November 14, 2023, meeting minutes.  All were in favor of the motion.  
Payment of Bills:  
EC Account : total budget for 2023 $12,000.00 Balance as of 11/14/23: $4,935.88.

Nature Preserve Account: total budget for 2023 $8,000.00 Balance as of 11/14/23 $2,040.97.
Correspondence:

· Email dated 12/05/23 from ANJEC  Re: 2023 ANJEC Membership Renewal & Dues
· Email dated 12/10/23 from Patty & Bob Almberg  Re:  Thank you for 12/9 Bird Walk at NP
· Letter dated 12/17/23 from Bergen County Audubon Society Re: Donation to EC in SQ’s name rather than payment for participation in a members’ program on December 14,  2023
· Email dated 12/19/23 from PB  Re:  application from Ridgefield Park Family Laundry, LLC to convert and extend the property at 264 Main Street into a laundromat.  Comments due 1/8/24
Old Business:
· Deanna Altomara – looking for a suggestion for a memorial gift at the NP for her uncle.
EC will contact her to find out what her budget is.  One suggestion was possibly memorial bricks if the EC is interested in memorial bricks around the tree of life.
· A date will be set in the spring for a guided tour of the NP with ANJEC and other area environmental commissions.
Nature Walk – review of walk led by Kevin Avery on 12/9.

· There were 10 attendees on the walk. They were from Ridgefield Park,  River Edge Environmental Commission / Green Team., and a teen & adult from Big Brother Big Sister. 

It was a beautiful day, there wasn’t a ton of birds. Surprisingly, no one was at the feeders. There was the usual, blue jays, cardinals, sparrows (whitethroats, & song), mourning doves, juncos, Canada geese, and a yellow-bellied sapsucker.  Kevin shared some info about each of the birds and about the history of the area. I think folks also got a kick out of some of Kevin’s personal stories about himself as a kid in RP, doing all that fun & crazy kid stuff.  Kevin Avery and Tammy did a very good job.
Bat Walk –  Joe D’Angeli was asked for possible dates in 2024.  

Nature Preserve:

Clean-Up Day –  review of clean-up day held on12/2/23. The day went very well.  There were about 12 people helping out.  The group was able to get a lot of work done and it turned out to be a very productive day.  The EC provided hot chocolate and munchkins to the volunteers.
New Business:

Winter Bird Count is set for 1/20/24 – 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  Participants should meet @ 8:00 a.m. in the nature preserve parking lot at the foot of East Grand Avenue.
Nature Preserve:

· Dr. Joseph Vespignani.  Steve will email him to set up a meeting to discuss the nature preserve.
· Wildflower seeding – will probably be held in late March/April.
· Regular Clean-up Days – goal is to set up a buddy system in the NP and maybe once a month, for an hour or two, a member can take their small group to do some general clean up.
· Social media will post reminders to people to bring a bag when you go for a walk and pick up litter. 
Discuss new monthly calendar listing future projects and activities.

· Spring trees walk – lead by Mayor Anlian – May 25
· Bat walk – Joe D’Angeli asked to provide dates for 2024.

· March – RPNA  possible March meeting date, Tammy was to check date with library.

· Possible fishing derby – November 16
Meeting Dates set for 2024 as follows: 1st Tuesday of month @ 7:00 p.m. – nutrition center, civic center.
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MAY 7




SEPTEMBER 3
FEBRUARY 6


JUNE 4
 



OCTOBER 1 (Lisa needs to run meeting).
MARCH 5


JULY 2 – IF NECESSARY     

NOVEMBER 4 (Monday due to Election Day)
APRIL 2

             AUGUST 6 – IF NECESSARY  

DECEMBER – NO MEETING 
Elections were held for the Chair and Vice Chair.

A motion was made by Matt Graves and seconded by Harry Menta, nominating Steve Quinn as Chair of the EC.  All were in favor of the motion.

A motion was made by Harry Menta and seconded by Tammy Laverty, nominating Lisa Rehm as Vice Chair of the EC.  All were in favor of the motion.

Nicole Terrarosa sent over some info today.  The first is information from the Advocacy Committee of the Native Plant Society and its report on progress to protect the native plants of NJ and to look ahead to new legislation.  They are looking for people to contact the governor and legislators to assist in making a difference.
The Bill to Ban Invasives is finally on the Governor’s desk.  They have been working to pass New Jersey Bill A3677/S2186.  This bill aims to prohibit the sale, distribution, or propagation of certain invasive plant species and establishes the NJ Invasive Species Council.  It’s a crucial step toward controlling invasive species and protecting our native plant ecosystems.  After two years, this bill has finally passed both houses with unanimous support and is now on Governor Murphy’s desk.  People should reach out to the governor’s website (https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/) or telephone (1-732-605-5455, voice or text) and encourage him to sign it.

New Jersey's State Native Pollinator
A2994/S4229, which designates the Common Eastern Bumble Bee as New Jersey's State Native Pollinator, is another bill we are closely following. This designation underscores the importance of pollinators in maintaining the health of our ecosystems and the crucial role native plants play in supporting these species by declaring the Eastern Bumble Bee as our state pollinator. Such laws play more than a symbolic role as they encourage people to learn more about our native plants and insects and their interplay. A note to encourage your state representatives to get this bill to the floor of both houses may help make it a reality. Find your state representative and senator here.
Mikie Sherrill Bill to Promote Federal Use of Native Plants
At the federal level, HR 6832, introduced by Representative Mikie Sherrill of NJ-11, aims to prioritize and consider the use of native plants in federal projects. This bill represents a significant effort to integrate native plants into larger conservation and landscaping initiatives at a national level. Do write to your House Representative and Senators Booker and Menendez to encourage them to co-sponsor this bill. Find your U. S. senators or Members of Congress here.
The second thing Nicole brought to the attention of the EC is scheduled for January 16 at Teaneck Public library, the Teaneck Creek Conservancy, will host Eve O. Schaub  to speak on her latest book, Year of No Garbage.  The event starts at 6:30 p.m. and is free but they would like people to RSVP. Members are urged to attend.  
A motion was made by Matt Graves and seconded by Steve Quinn that the EC purchase a hedge trimmer for the NP.  All were in favor of the motion.

Sunday, January 7 is Save the Bald Eagles Day at Bell Drive.  NJ Transit acquired the property where the eagles are currently nesting.  It is designated on all RP maps, but Steve Quinn does not know if there is any official designation.  A letter from the EC will be sent advising NJ Transit of the presence of the nesting bald eagles in southern RP and that the EC is expecting NJ Transit to work with the NJ Fish & Wildlife Dept. to assure those bald eagles will not be disturbed. Steve will draft a letter and send it to members for comments.

A motion was made by Steve Quinn and seconded by Matt Graves to purchase two additional trail cameras in the NP, and batteries for all four cameras. All were in favor of the motion.

Reapppointments need to be made for the EC.  They will be as follows:

Regular members: Tammy Laverty, Dan Raftery, Rita Raftery

Alternate member: Nicole Terrarosa

Associate members: Guillermo Lopez-Acosta, Gloria Rivera.

Matt Graves said he will talk to the new people at Vision Alliance to see if they are interested in a tour of the NP.  

Members are urged to attend the January 24 program at the library given by Linda Quinn and Tammy Laverty on Strategies for Winter Sowing of Native Plant Seeds given at the library at 7:00 p.m.   It is a collaboration with SRP and the EC. It is suggested that if members attend, they RSVP so they are sure they have enough supplies for everyone.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Steve Quinn and seconded by Harry Menta adjourning the meeting at 8:05 p.m.  All were in favor of this motion.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 6 , 2024, at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,








Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Commissioner William Gerken


Barbara DeLuca

Important Dates to Keep in Mind:
· 01/20/24 – Winter Bird Count 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon – three locations
· 01/20/24 – Community Mural Meeting 7:00 p.m. @ Civic Center
· 01/24/24 – Joint Project with SRP – Strategies for Winter Sowing of Native Plant Seeds – Linda & Tammy
· 05/11/24 – Every Day is Earth Day – 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
· 5/25/24 – Tree Walk with Mayor Anlian 9:00 a.m.
· Meeting of Ridgefield Park Nature Association​ – TBD
· See if Snakes N Scales can do a meeting.
· Maybe Theresa Heidel could do some type of art at the nature preserve.
· Check for Bat Walk Dates 2024

· 11/16/24 Fall 2024 Fishing Derby with HRFA
· Spring – Nature Walk with ANJEC and other EC
· Street Fair is scheduled for 10/5/24
2
2

