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NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, February 15, 2024 @ 7:00 p.m. 
BOARD OF RECREATION

RIDGEFIELD PARK, NEW JERSEY

January 18, 2024
President Diane Maglione called the meeting to order at 7:18 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Roll call was taken.  Commission members present:  Diane Maglione, Howie Jacobs, Matt Florio, Melina Pope, Bella Wagner. Excused: Gil Bell, Anthony Lopez, Mike Ruiz, Barbara Steiner.
The minutes of the November 16, 2023, meeting were approved on a motion made by Howie Jacobs and seconded by Bella Wagner.  All were in favor of the motion.
Correspondence:
· Email dated 11/24/23 from Melinda Lugo  Re: Resignation from Board of Recreation
· Email dated 11/26/23 from Sterling Volunteers Re:  Case No. 288666568 – working on it.
· Email dated 11/26/23 from Sterling Volunteers Re:  Case No. 28982250 – working on it.
· Email dated 11/27/23 from Francine Orovitz Re: Fourth Quarter Safety Meeting 12/5/23.
· Email dated 11/27/23 from Tara O’Grady Re: OPRA Request from Carlos Bernal

· Email dated 11/28/23 from Joe Garcia Re:  Boys Rec Basketball - Purple

· Memo dated 11/29/23 from Tara O’Grady Re:  Resolution appointing Matthew Florio and oath of office.
· Email dated 12/4/23 from Principal Natasha Hernandez Re:  Grant School Gym - Chairs

· Email dated 12/6/23 from Carlos Bernal Re:  Failure to Respond to OPRA Request Within Time Allowed by Law

· Email dated 12/7/23 from Carlos Bernal Re: OPRA Request Violations
· Email dated 12/12/23 from Sterling Volunteers  Re:  Background Check – apology for delay, still investigating.
· Email dated 12/23/23 from Berlinda Rodriguez Re:  Thank you for spreading Christmas Spirit

· Copy of letter date 1/2/24 from Commissioner Olson to Carlos Bernal Re: Coaching

· Email dated 1/2/24 from Coach Al Ramirez Re: Girls’ Travel Team Schedule – 1/8, 1/24, 1/31, 2/12, 2/21, 2/26 & 2/28 – all homes games at Lincoln gym @ 7:30 p.m.
· Email dated 1/8/24 from Daktronics Re: Quote for Repair & Replacement of Controller
· Email dated 1/11/24 from Matt McArow Re: Updated COI for Schools

· Email dated 1/19/24 from Joyce Essig, Lincoln PTA President Re:  Looking for free registration to be used as prize at tricky tray on May 1. The Board will send one free registration for basketball and archery.
· A motion was made by Bella Wagner and seconded by Howie Jacobs that the Board of Recreation will supply one free registration for basketball and one free registration for archery to Lincoln School PTA.  All were in favor of the motion.

· Email dated 1/16/24 from Scott Bisig, Interim School Business Administrator Re:  Update on Training in Basketball Skill Facility Application.
· The Board of Recreation replied that Larry has been in the gym (volunteer basis) to train two rec teams with their coach.  We have allowed one Little Ferry girl (with ties to RP) to practice with them at times during skill development training.  He has not been in the gym running T2S Basketball clinic with non-residents, just assisting with training some Board of Rec players with their coach.  
· Email dated 1/16/24 from Matt McArow Re:  COI for Boys Travel Team

· Email dated 1/18/24 from Francine Orovitz Re:  Civic Center – please notify before 3:00 if cancelling use.
· Email dated 1/18/24 from Dominic Melchione Re:  Wants to Donate Used Bikes – forwarded email to SRP.
RP Running Club – This is a program led by Anthony Lopez.  It takes place at 12:00 p.m. every Sunday.  The group meets at the entrance to the nature preserve.  It continues to grow weekly.
Back-to-School Giving Tree – No activity at this time.
Wish Tree – There were 156 children on the wish tree this year.  All names were taken.  The Board had to give a few fill-in gifts at the end.  Distribution worked much better this year, bringing the gifts to the schools.  Members, volunteers, police officers, school staff – all joined in to make the deliveries.  All gifts were distributed before Christmas.  Next year, labels will be ready so as soon as the gift comes in it can be sorted into boxes for the schools and delivered as a box gets filled.  The principals all helped out a lot.  There is still a slight problem with people just asking to be put on a “gift” list disregarding whether the recipients are in need.  The schools did an excellent job of collecting the names that should be on the list. Next year, the schools will be asked to have information available by November 1 because some of the organizations ask for the info very early and it is not always available on November 1.  We will also make up a form for the schools next year so that we get all the info we need at once. It was hard getting info from some of the families so people could do their shopping.
Tree Lighting – The tree lighting took place on December 3, 2023. 
The Chamber of Commerce hosted an after party at MK Valencia for adults and children.  They sponsored an Ugly Sweater Contest.  Five prizes will be awarded:  Grand Prize - Ugliest Sweater, Best Group, Most Humorous, Most Creative, Grand Prize – Youth.  Prizes included gift cards to Apothecarie, Wahizza, McKenna Elizabeth Aesthetics, 4 Season Crepes, Brownie Bar Café, 7-11 and Salon Renegade.  The Board of Recreation has been working with local businesses to get involved in community activities. We need to tweak this contest a little bit for next year.  It was a lot of fun, but people didn’t know they had to purchase snacks/food.  Although not required, some people felt obligated to order.
Some notes to remember for next year:

· The kids really liked the giveaway glasses and Rec should order more for next year.

· Drop off paper flyers to the schools the week before the tree lighting.

· Very helpful to have a parent who has kids in elementary schools on the Board.

· Mention tree lighting to all PTA presidents and ask them to remind parents of event.

· Mayor should say a few short words right away to keep things moving.

· Dancers were a welcomed addition. We now know how to set up the street for them.

· High school chorus should let us know how many solo performers are, so we have the right mics for them.

· Have a seat ready for Santa and place it on the stair landing so the kids don’t have to walk over the wires and parents of winner can have a better photo op.

· 2023 – majority of winners were from Lincoln.  Here is the breakdown of entrants:

· Lincoln – 28

Roosevelt – 26

Grant – 4

· Community School – 1
Pre-schools – 5

· We’ll need to revisit the eligibility requirements. Our raffle prizes are not really age appropriate for pre-k students and that is one of the reasons we do not include them.

Holiday Display Contest – This year judging was done beginning at dusk on December 20, 21 & 22.  Dayle delivered the prizes.  Prizes this year were a hurricane candle holder filled with flowers for the five prizewinners and ornaments for the honorable mention winners.  Next year, we will try having the judges rate the houses on a scale of 1-5 to make it easier to tally up the winners.  There was a suggestion to have one write in vote for a house not in the contest to be discussed at the meeting tonight.  Next year, all contestants will be notified that their address has to be clearly visible at night so the judges can find the homes easily.  This year it was exceedingly difficult to see addresses on some homes.
Basketball: 
The first half of the season is over.  Books and tallies should be given to Diane Maglione for payment to referees/scorers/ timers.  Diane will tally up the totals so checks can be issued. 
There is a background check that the Board knows came back missing information and it still has not been corrected.
Lincoln’s controller needs to be replaced.  It has already been repaired a few times.  Waiting for the invoice from Daktronics so the purchase order can be processed.
Updated COI for 2024 was sent to the schools. The Board will send a letter to Grant to remind them that there will be basketball practice every night from Monday – Friday.  A 7/8 boys’ team had to be moved there after January 1 to accommodate the home games for the girls travel team.
Big Mike’s League – No activity at this time.
Saturday Night Hoops –   Howie had to run a few tryout nights to get the kids to sign up.  The season starts next week and will run until April 6, 2024. The permit is in.
Girls’ 3/4 Travel Basketball Team – Carlos Alvarez coaches this team.  He put in for Roosevelt School on Tuesdays from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Girls’ 7/8 Travel Basketball Team –   Al Ramirez is coaching this team.  They will be practicing at Lincoln on Tuesdays and Thursdays after Rec basketball is over.  Gave a prize at the first home game.  Attendance has been ok so far, hoping for better turnout going forward.
Boys’ 7/8 Travel Basketball Team –  Deinde Otuyelu is coaching this team. They are able to get gym time in Bogota to practice. They plan to play in some weekend tournament games.  They have 9 boys interested in playing. We already have the COI for Bogota gym time. Putting in for Mondays and Wednesdays at Lincoln if that is open after Rec ends.
Boys 5/6 Travel Basketball Team – Matt Florio and Paolo Protassio will coach this team.  He has put in for Fridays at Lincoln and Mondays at Grant.  They will play at Hoop Heaven in Whippany.
Women’s Softball –  There were not enough teams to play this year.
Fourth of July – No activity at this time.  
Rag-A-Muffin – The parade was cancelled on October 21 due to rain.  The rain date of October 28 was used. A lot of the trophies came in broken.  The Board will look into the price of a local supplier next year. The new divisions did not really work out.  There were only 3 entries in total for the new divisions so next year, the Board will go back to the original divisions. There were approximately 125 people in the parade with 99 separate entries. Division 1 – 14; Division 2 – 8, Division 3 – 10; Division 4 – 14; Division 5 – 2; Division 6 – 3; Division 7 – 8; Division 8 – none; Division 9 – 8.  The Board will also go back to the original date of the Saturday before Halloween as the parade date.
The three separate performers seemed to work out well keeping the crowd entertained.  The DJ was particularly good this year.  The community service students that showed up were extremely helpful.

Adult Trips/Activities – No activity at this time.
Archery Clinic – The fall session ended on Saturday, November 18, with a “WINNER WINNER TURKEY OR HAM DINNER.  Prizes were purchased at IGA and winners received a card to exchange for a turkey or ham.
Due to mostly rainy days where archery had to be cancelled, participants can sign up for the spring session at no cost.  The spring session will run from April 13 – June 24.  The long range should be ready for use in the spring.
Tennis –  No activity at this time.
T2S Basketball – The Board of Education did not give permission to use the school for T2S Basketball in time to start the next session, so Larry Umana is holding it in Bogota.  He has been voluntarily working with some Rec basketball teams to assist the coach skill training.
Ping Pong – Sue Chak is running the program.  They started up another session on 11/27 that will run for 8 weeks. The session will start at 6:30 p.m. so the youth center employees can let them in.  It will be held on Mondays only.  The donated ping pong table is broken.  Sue Chak will bring in one of her tables to use.  She must make sure they put back the tables and chairs at the end of every session.
Treasurer’s Report – 
Beginning balance as of 12/1/23                              $25,766.75

Deposits (archery & ping pong)                     3,843.14

Expenses                                                                      4,762.50

Ending balance as of 12/31/23                                 $24,847.39
Expenses: 

Scorers/timers (Rachel Lee 2nd half)                             292.00              
Robert Bannon                                                                 450.00

Cyborgraphics   (archery & basketball)                         4,020.50

Old Business: Nothing at this time.       
New Business:  The BOC will be meeting with different groups to discuss the $20,000,000 settlement over the footbridge that will not be installed.  The Commissioner is asking members to think about what they would like to see in the parks.  He is also meeting with other towns to discuss the sporting needs for fields.  He will meet with the Board of Recreation at a future meeting.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 15, 2024.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. on a motion made by Bella Wagner and seconded by Royce Morris.  All were in favor of the motion.










Respectfully submitted, 








Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Commissioner Mark Olson




Barbara DeLuca
MEETING DATES FOR 2024

ALL MEETINGS TO BE HELD AT 7:00 P.M. PREVAILING TIME AT THE CIVIC CENTER, UPSTAIRS, LOCATED AT 159 PARK STREET ON THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH, UNLESS POSTED OTHERWISE

JANUARY 18


MAY 16



SEPTEMBER 19

FEBRUARY 15


JUNE 20 

             
OCTOBER 17

MARCH  21          

JULY – NO MEETING 


NOVEMBER 21

APRIL 18

             AUGUST – NO MEETING

DECEMBER – NO MEETING


