
NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2024, AT 7:00 P.M.  
MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

November 14, 2023
Chairman Steve Quinn called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were Tammy Laverty,  Linda Quinn, Steve Quinn, Matt Graves, Nicole Terrarosa. Excused:  Guillermo Lopez-Acosta, Harry Menta, Lisa Rehm. 
Hearing of Citizens:  None present.
A motion was made by Matt Graves and seconded by Steve Quinn to accept the October 10, 2023, meeting minutes.  All were in favor of the motion.  
Payment of Bills:  
EC Account : total budget for 2023 $12,000.00 Balance as of 11/14/23: $4,935.88.

Nature Preserve Account: total budget for 2023 $8,000.00 Balance as of 11/14/23 $2,040.97.

PO#55251 - $40.00 – Banners and Signs – Signs for Nature Preserve Kiosk
Steve Quinn wanted members to know that Don Torino of the Audubon Society gave a screech owl net box to the NP.
Correspondence:

· Email dated 10/11/223 from Paul Kaser, Bergen Academies  Re:  Senior Experience
· Email dated 10/11/23 from Vision Loss Alliance of NJ  Re:  Unable to schedule at trip at this time.
· Email dated 10/12/23 from Hackensack Riverkeeper  Re:  NJDEP Combined Sewage Overflow Public Hearing October 16
· Email dated 10/20/23 from Elizabeth Ritter, ANJEC  Re: ANJEC 2023 Awards, Photos, Press Release
· Email dated 10/23/23 from Steve Quinn Re:  PBS Documentary “The American Buffalo” – try to watch it
· Email dated 10/23/23 from Leslie Olson Re: Intergenerational Knowledge and the Cultural Biodiversity of Seeds
· Email dated 10/23/23 from William Gerken  Re:  De-weeding & Cleaning Up the Nature Preserve
· Email dated 10/31/23 from Dr. Vespignani, Supt of Schools Re:  Looking forward to partnership
· Dr. Vespignani will contact his teachers and arrange for a tour of the nature preserve.  SQ will follow up.
· Email dated 11/04/23 from Leonardo Vazquez  Re: Invitation to get involved with Hackensack River Nation
· Email dated 11/07/23 from Stephen Quinn & Guillermo Lopez-Acosta Re: Extensive Use of Pesticides on Church Property (Resolved) 
Old Business:


· Deanna Altomara – looking for a suggestion for a memorial gift at the NP for her uncle.
· Pick a date for guided tour of NP with ANJEC and other EC – schedule this for the spring.
Nature Walk –
· December 9 (9-11) – bird walk led by Kevin Avery and Tammy Laverty – encourage members to attend to support the EC.
· January 20 (8-noon) – held in three parks.

Bat Walk –  Joe D’Angeli was asked for possible dates in 2024.  

Nature Preserve:

· December 2 (9-12) will be Clean-Up Day at Nature Preserve
New Business:

 A vote  was taken for the following purchases for the Nature Preserve in between meetings.:
 

    1.) Wildlife (bird) feeding station (priced from Wild Birds Unlimited) - Total $480.00 ( includes pole system, 5 various feeders, squirrel baffle, hanging equipment., seed storage containers.
 

    2.) Wild Bird Food supply (priced from Wild Birds Unlimited) - Total $200 - (includes sunflower seed, millet, niger, suet)
 

    3.) Wild Bird nesting houses - Total $100 - wren houses
 

    4.) Trail Maintenance Equipment - Total $265 - (includes Ryobi Electric Lawn Mower, and Bow Saw)
 

All the above purchases are within this year's remaining funds in the Nature Preserve budget.

Yes votes: Tammy Laverty, Lisa Rehm, Harry Menta, Linda Quinn, Steve Quinn. The purchase was approved.  Steve Quinn will place the order for these items.
Ideally, members would regularly fill the birdfeeders.  Steve will work out the logistics of storing the food and what days members will be checking on the feeder.  An email will be sent to all members to see who is interested in maintaining the bird feeders and if so, what days members can add more food.  Steve will get some salt licks for the deer.  Members must be responsible for shed and opening and locking it up.
Appointments to EC due in December.
Nature Preserve:

· Schedule tour with Zachary Almonte but explain that after thinking it over, a drone isn’t a good idea in the nature preserve.
· Info received from Bergen Academies on Senior Experience intern program. SQ will review.
· Dr. Joseph Vespignani.  Steve will follow up on a tour with the teachers.
Discuss new monthly calendar listing future projects and activities.

· Spring tree walk – lead by Mayor Anlian – set date with Mayor in January

· Bat walk – Joe D’Angeli asked to provide dates for 2024.

· March – RPNA  possible March meeting date, Tammy was to check date with library.

· Possible fishing derby in November

Elections to be held in January for Chair and Vice Chair.
Meeting Dates set for 2024 as follows: 1st Tuesday of month @ 7:00 p.m.

January 2

April 2

July – no meeting
October 1

February 6

May 7

August 6?

November 4 (Monday due to Election Day)
March 5

June 4

September 3

December 3?

There being no further business, a motion was made by Steve Quinn and seconded by Tammy Laverty adjourning the meeting at 8:07 p.m.  All were in favor of this motion.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 2, 2024, at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,








Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Commissioner William Gerken


Barbara DeLuca

Important Dates to Keep in Mind:
· 12/02/223 – Nature Preserve Clean-Up Day 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – hot chocolate to be served
· 12/9/23 – Bird Walk at NP with Kevin Avery 9:00- a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
· 01/20/24 – Winter Bird Count 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon – three locations
· 01/24/24 – Joint Project with SRP – Strategies for Winter Sowing of Native Plant Seeds – Linda & Tammy
· Fall Tree Walk with Mayor Anlian TBD
· Meeting of Ridgefield Park Nature Association​ – TBD
· See if Snakes N Scales can do a meeting.
· Maybe Theresa Heidel could do some type of art at the nature preserve
· Check on Dates for Earth Day 2024

· Check for Bat Walk Dates 2024

· Check on Dates Fall 2024 Fishing Derby 
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