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NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2023 @ 7:00 p.m. 
BOARD OF RECREATION

RIDGEFIELD PARK, NEW JERSEY

October 19, 2023
President Diane Maglione called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Roll call was taken.  Commission members present:  Diane Maglione, Howie Jacobs, Gil Bell, Melinda Lugo, Melina Pope, Barbara Steiner.  Excused: Hal Bomzer, Anthony Lopez, Royce Morris, Mike Ruiz, Bella Wagner.
The minutes of the September 21, 2023, meeting were approved on a motion made by Melina Pope and seconded by                 Gil Bell.  All were in favor of the motion.
Correspondence: 
· Memo from Tara O’Grady  Re:  Newsletter deadline is 11/1.

· Various emails dated 10/18/23 from Stephanie Takach Re:  Permits for Gyms
RP Running Club – This is a new program led by Anthony Lopez.  It takes place at 12:00 p.m. every Sunday.  The group meets at the entrance to the nature preserve.  It continues to grow weekly.
Back-to-School Giving Tree – No activity at this time.
Wish Tree – The schools were contacted to start gathering their list of families in need.  We will use the same procedures as the back-to-school giving tree and have the gifts dropped off to the welfare dept. and then delivered to the schools to make sure all children receive them for Christmas.  We will use sign-up genius again for people to sign up for a child.  The link for this year will be: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45A5AC23A0F8C07-20231.  If anyone plans to participate, there are holiday gift bags in the office that members can use.
Tree Lighting – The tree lighting will take place on December 3, 2023. Melinda Lugo is handling the event this year and has begun preparing for it.  She is meeting with the Chamber of Commerce on 11/1 to discuss the tree lighting as the businesses would like to get involved in this event.  One idea is to sponsor an ugly sweater contest. The Chamber has discussed a possible “after party” for adults. Don Ingwersen has confirmed he will provide a gift card donation.  Robert Bannon is not available to sing. Melinda will speak with Howell Mayer to see about characters (Elsa, Elf, Snowman were some suggestions).  Carolers will not be used this year.  The high school has said they can bring their smaller chorus they use for special events.  
Melinda has the form for the DPW, and she will fill it out.  Commissioner Olson has the sound system to use for the event.  The Board will alert the BOC to the date of the tree lighting.  She will also speak with Wahizza to see if they want to participate when she attends the Chamber meeting.  She will check with 7-11 to see if they are participating as usual.

Michelle DeLuca will make up the flyer and social media posts.  Barbara will forward to the schools.  Melinda will see how the Chamber wants to participate otherwise; she will get the gift baskets.  Barbara will give Melinda the ballots and pencils to use on December 3.  Santa has confirmed he is available.  Members are needed at 5:00 p.m. to assist at the event.
Holiday Display Contest – The prizes are in.  This year judging will be done beginning at dusk on December 20, 21 & 22.  Dayle will deliver the prizes.
Basketball:  Regular registration was held on September 22 September 23.  Registration was very light this year.  Numbers as of 10/19 are as follows:
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	Boys 3/4 Division
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	Boys 5/6 Division
	
	
	Division Total 32

	Grade 5
	17
	
	

	Grade 6
	15
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Boys 7/8 Division
	
	
	Division Total 23

	Grade 7
	10
	
	

	Grade 8
	13
	
	


One more final reminder will be sent to past participants that are still unregistered.  They will be advised that basketball registration closes on October 25.  No registrations will be accepted at evaluations this year.  We will be unable to accommodate walk-ins that night.  If participants do not register by October 25,  they will have to wait until another evaluation can be set up.  No one will be permitted to play who is not evaluated prior to the start of the season.  Late registrations will then be placed on a waiting list and only placed on a team if an opening comes up.  It is not fair to place kids on a team if they did not attend evaluations.  Even if the Board did the evaluations, all participants must be evaluated to keep the teams even. 

A discussion was held on the low numbers.  Maybe the teams will become co-ed again, so the kids get to play.  Another suggestion was maybe 3 v 3 or 4 v 4.  The Board said it cannot force people to register and if the numbers are dwindling, maybe it’s time to take a break from the program and concentrate on other activities.
Evaluations will be 10/30 & 11/1 at Lincoln School. All members are needed for evaluations. Bella will handle the schedules.  Howie will order supplies. Melinda has a meeting regarding the tree lighting and will come as soon as it is over. Barbara is not available on 11/1.
Basketball Committee: Bella Wagner, Melinda Lugo, Howie Jacobs

Division Heads:  
Clinic – Royce Morris 


Boys 3/4 – Melina Pope
Girls 3, 4, 5 – Gil Bell


Boys 5/6 – Melina Pope
Girls 6, 7, 8 – Bella Wagner

Boys 7/8 – Melinda Lugo
There was a problem with permits this year that is mostly straightened out. Lincoln School did not approve use in March to allow for equity with other organizations but said the Board can resubmit for some dates. The Board will have to see what dates are approved.  Lincoln is not available the week of November 6 because the floor is being repaired.  Corby was contacted to have them arrange the annual maintenance to the backboards.  We are currently awaiting permission from the schools to do the maintenance inspections.  
Big Mike’s League –. There were not enough teams to hold the program this year.
Saturday Night Hoops –  High school boys and girls, 9th – 12th grade, can join the Rec basketball league for Saturday night games at the high school. Tryout date and times: MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2023 @ 7:00 P.M. – LINCOLN SCHOOL.  Season runs from approximately December 9, 2023, - April 6, 2024. The permit was received yesterday.
Girls’ 3/4 Travel Basketball Team – Carlos Alvarez coaches this team.  Have not heard from him yet.
Girls’ 7/8 Travel Basketball Team –   Al Ramirez is coaching this team.  They will be practicing at Lincoln on Tuesdays and Thursdays until Rec basketball starts.
Boys’ 7/8 Travel Basketball Team –  Deinde Otuyelu is coaching this team. Have not heard from him yet.
Bowling – No activity at this time.

Women’s Softball –  There were not enough teams to play this year.
Fourth of July – No activity at this time.  
Rag-A-Muffin – The parade is scheduled for October 21 this year with a rain date scheduled for October 28. It is very likely the Board will postpone the parade to October 28 due to the expected rain.  Although early, it looks like the weather will be better on October 28.  Key Club said they can assist with this event.  The Board will hold off on getting a new sign this year until it sees if the changes in divisions work out.  A lot of the trophies came in broken.  The Board will look into the price of a local supplier next year.  All members are needed to help out at the parade.  If anyone knows someone who would like to judge, they are advised to let Barbara know.
Adult Trips/Activities – No activity at this time.
Archery Clinic – The fall session will run from September 16, 2023 – November 18, 2023 – No archery on October 21 because everyone will be at Rag-A-Muffin Parade @ 11:00 a.m. Clinic will be held on Saturday mornings in three sessions:  9:00 – 9:45   10:00 – 10:45   11:00 – 11:45.  The registration fee is $25.00 (with shirt), $15 if you registered in the past.  The weather has caused a lot of cancellations.  Barbara will give Gil candy to use as they normally celebrate Halloween at the range. 
Tennis –  There was no fall session this year as they did not have enough instructors.  Classes will resume in the spring.
T2S Basketball – The Board of Education has listed the application to use the Lincoln School gym for basketball skills training as pending and said they would contact the Board to explain.  As of today, the Board did not receive any calls from Scott Bsig, the Business Administrator.  The program was scheduled to start on 10/23 but will not be able to unless the permit is received before then.
Ping Pong – Sue Chak is running the program.  The program runs twice a week.  This will be the last session of ping pong for now.  Diane is not happy with how it is running.  The instructor is late too often, and the building is locked before 7:00 p.m. weekly so Diane must go open the building for the program.  Sue has mentioned pickleball, but the Board is not sure if there is any place to hold the program.  The Board will check with the DPW just to see.  Lincoln School gym was discussed as a possibility.  Two courts could be set up in the gym.  Further discussion will be held at another meeting.
Easter Egg Hunt – No activity at this time.
Summer String Camp – This was a new activity taught by Amy Beshara. She had one student participate in this session, which was basically zoom sessions.
Treasurer’s Report – The report will be given next month.
Old Business: Nothing at this time.       
New Business:  none at this time.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 16, 2023.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m. on a motion made by Melinda Lugo and seconded by Howie Jacobs.                All were in favor of the motion.










Respectfully submitted, 








Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Commissioner Mark Olson




Barbara DeLuca

